








Sept. 18-20, 2009
4 Wheel Jamboree 
State Fairgrounds 
Indianapolis, IN

September 19, 2009
Midnight Madness 
Sale at 4WPPC
Indianapolis, IN

October 10, 2009
Southern IN 4x4 
Poker Run
Ashley’s Diner
Austin, IN

November 7, 2009
Toys for Tots
Interlake SRA
Spurgeon, IN

November 14, 2009
Toys for Tots
Haspin Acres
Laurel, IN

November 15, 2009
Quarterly Meeting 
Haspin Acers
Laurel, IN

December 5, 2009
Toys for Tots
Badlands
Attica, IN

Feb. 26-28, 2010
Annual Convention
Location TBA

February 28, 2010
Quarterly Meeting
Location TBA

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

Rebuilt T-Case Made Trip to Drummond Island
by Kris Kyler, 4WTF

I am happy to report that the freshly rebuilt transfer case made 
the trip up to Drummond Island just fi ne. We rolled into the ferry 
line up just in time to watch it leave without us. The good news 
is, we were fi rst in line for the next one, an hour later. The 1 mile 
ferry ride added to the experience of the trip.    

Drummond Island is very remote, with only a few places to get 
something to eat and basically, there’s no cell phone service. 
The locals are friendly to jeepers and extremely helpful. The 
island has a lot of trails that are open to all types of ORV’s. In 
the winter, the locals lay out a route across the ice to Canada. 

We did the moderate trails and enjoyed the scenery of the island. 
The area called Turtle Ridge ORV Park looks like it had a lot to 
offer. But we only stayed on those trails for a couple of hours. I 
would like to go back and wheel more in the park. It looked like 
those were the best trails on the island.        

Sunday morning, we aired up, loaded up and headed home. 
Regretfully, our freshly rebuilt t-case did not make it back. While 
fl at towing, I was fl agged over by a angry mini van driver who 
pointed out that parts of the jeep had come out from under it and 
busted his windshield. Upon inspection, 1/2 of the t-case was 
AWOL. I grabbed my tools and removed the drive shafts and 
within a few minutes, we were back on the road headed home. 

The front drive shaft was easy to remove as it was not connected 
to the t-case anymore. I was sure that the transmission shop 
was going to make up some reason not to warranty the unit. 
But they stepped up and replaced it, no questions asked. I am 
also happy to report that the new hood decals performed without 
issue.

Ferry ride to Drummond Island. New hood decal performed without 
issue!

Christmas in July at Redbird
by Ryan Cooke, Individual Member

I know that a lot of people are in need these days.  With the 
economy not showing signs of improvement, if we can give back 
to the community in any way, it can make a difference.  On July 
18th, Redbird had its famous Christmas in July event.  My wife 
and I arrived early just to fi nd Santa Gus manning the gate and 
Mrs. Claus (Millie) not far behind.  After speaking with Santa, we 
were ready to hit the trails.  My wife and I both noticed all of the 
hard work that has gone into Redbird this year.  The trails were 
clean and enjoyable.  Redbird even has a few new trails this year.  
After wheeling on the S.W.A.K. sponsored trail, we returned to the 
main entrance.  I was surprised to fi nd that no one else had shown 
up.  Santa Gus designated me a voluntary trail guide for a couple 
from Frankfort, IN, in a stock Geo Tracker.  We also met up with 
another Jeep by the power lines.  We all ran a few of the easier 
trails and ate lunch by the trail head to trail 14.  After lunch, Tony, 
one of Redbird’s Trail Ambassador’s, spotted me through one of 
the washed out sections by the power lines and gave rides in his 
more capable rig.  After getting some good poser shots and some 
three wheel action, my rear locker quit working and ended our day.  
I understand that times are tough, but as members of IFWDA, we 
need to support the events sponsored by places that allow us to 
enjoy our sport.  If money is short, and for most people it is, we 
can volunteer our time and services in the communities we play 
in.  I know that by going to Redbird during this event, we were 
able to support, even in our small way, children who may not have 
a Christmas present under the tree this year.  I look forward to 
wheeling with all of you in the future.
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Tackling the Badlands Inaugural TREC 
Race
by Randy Ball, 4WTF

John and I went to watch the TREC race at 
the Badlands. When we got there, it was really 
muddy. I don’t like the mud and seeing as how I 
only had the half doors and bikini top on, I knew 
John and I were going to be muddy. Anyway, we 
hooked up with Dave Pearson. We saw that the 
TREC course was marked out and decided to 
run it. I was following Dave for a while, but my 
racer part kept saying, “Go for it!” Dave slowed 
down a bit and I went around him and used the 
skinny pedal. Man was it fun.

I asked John where we should go to watch the 
race and he said, “from behind the steering 
wheel”.  I laughed and said ok. The course 
was pretty easy with no real rock challenges 
and a few hill climbs. There were quite a few 
mud holes. Which left the jeep and us a muddy 
mess. You couldn’t even tell it was yellow after 
two practice laps. There was enough mud on 
the inside of the windshield that after cleaning 
the outside we still could hardly see out. The 
inside of my jeep has never seen the likes of 
mud in this amount. 

Race time came after the park closed. There 
weren’t very many other racers, seven including 
us. We all lined up abreast and took the green 
fl ag. YYEEE HAAAA it’s on! We had planned 
on letting the rest take off, but I couldn’t help 
it and mashed the throttle from the start. Man 
the whoops are hard on the body, as well as the 
jeep. The video I took doesn’t do the bouncing 
any justice. The back end was pogo-ing around 
a lot. In some areas, the faster we went, the 
smoother it was...others, not so much.  

We were doing pretty well until I clipped a tree 
and then the steering went kind a crazy. We went 
a little farther and then I decided that we needed 
to pull off to check out the damage. Wow, the 
bracket that the steering box bolts to had broken 
all of the welds that hold it to the frame. There 
were only two bolts still keeping it on and that was 
the one in the frame itself and one in the steering 
box skid plate. “@#$%@#$%&$%&^*&,” is 
about all I could say. Oh well, it held enough 
to be able to get the jeep back to and onto the 
trailer. We ended up only completing 4.5 miles 
of the 8.5 mile course.

John and I fi xed the steering bracket a couple 
of weeks later and also mounted up a pair of air 
shocks for the rear end. Tom Huckaby helped 
out a lot with the welding and fabing of the 
brackets. This took us a couple of nights to get 
it done but we made it for the June 20th run at 
the Badlands where we met up with Dale and 
Leon. We ran the course to see how everything 
worked. The air shocks helped out a bunch in 
the whoops. I can go a little faster now. We ran 
the course in 4-hi this time and were able to do it 
without too much trouble. It was pretty crowded 
and it took over an hour to do one lap, which it 
should only take about 25 minutes. 

Dale ended up breaking one of his front brake 
lines. Leon had other things to do, so we went 
back to the trailers and got them loaded up. 
John and I went back out to play. I noticed that 
the steering wasn’t quite right and stopped to 
check it. “@#%#$%%#@$%,” the welds didn’t 
hold on the steering box bracket. It wasn’t totally 
broken like last time, but it was still broken. 
Back to the trailer and the drawing board to fi nd 
a better fi x. 

Randy’s in 2nd. Oh no, watch out for that tree!

Another pre-tree Randy.

Dark, dirty and broken. Randy heads for the barn.



4 Wheels To Freedom
PO Box 342
Shelbyville, In 46176

4XFools Offroad Club
1402 Adams Street
Urbana, Il 61802

Boonie Riders 4WD Club 
7374 E. CR. 700 N.
Grandview, In 47615

Fat Boys Jeepers
6142 Franklin Road
Hagerstown, In 47346

Iron Horse 4x4s 
P.O. Box 1685
Calumet City, Il. 60409 

  

J. P. Frog Off-Roaders 
6840 Norena Court 
Brownsburg, In 46112

MOJO Offroad Club
3074 Old ST RD 37
Greenwood, In 46143

Monroe County 4x4 Club
8712 N. Mt. Pleasant Rd.
Gosport, In 47433

On the Trail 4WD 
P.O. Box 632
Oakland, Il 61943

Odd Squad
1760 N 5th St.
Charleston, Il 61920

Ruffriders 
PO Box 83
Goshen, In 46526

SWAK- Safe Wheelers of All Kinds
44 McKinley Blvd.
Terre Haute, In 47803

Southern Indiana 4x4 Club
936 North Elm Street
Seymour In 47274

Trail Junkies 4 Wheel Drive Club 
1204 South 14th Street
Mattoon, Il 61938

Indiana Four Wheel Drive Association
5030 N Maple Grove Rd
Bloomington, IN 47404
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Did you know?

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

The next IFWDA Quarterly Meeting will be November 15, 2009 at 10am at Haspin Acres dining room.
(BOD will meet at 8:30am)

It was incorrectly stated at the last meeting as November 7th. 

Delegates, Members, and Friends: Please attend! 

           Nominations and voting for the offi ces of 

               Vice President, Treasurer, Special Events Director, and UFWDA Delegates

Drummond Island
Christmas in July

Wilstem 2009
Tech Corner

Club Activity Award 
President’s Letter

Club Spotlight
TREC Race
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