











Tackling the Badlands Inaugural TREC

Race
by Randy Ball, 4WTF

John and | went to watch the TREC race at
the Badlands. When we got there, it was really
muddy. | don’t like the mud and seeing as how |
only had the half doors and bikini top on, | knew
John and | were going to be muddy. Anyway, we
hooked up with Dave Pearson. We saw that the
TREC course was marked out and decided to
run it. | was following Dave for a while, but my
racer part kept saying, “Go for it!” Dave slowed
down a bit and | went around him and used the
skinny pedal. Man was it fun.

| asked John where we should go to watch the
race and he said, “from behind the steering
wheel”. | laughed and said ok. The course
was pretty easy with no real rock challenges
and a few hill climbs. There were quite a few
mud holes. Which left the jeep and us a muddy
mess. You couldn’t even tell it was yellow after
two practice laps. There was enough mud on
the inside of the windshield that after cleaning
the outside we still could hardly see out. The
inside of my jeep has never seen the likes of
mud in this amount.

Race time came after the park closed. There
weren’t very many other racers, seven including
us. We all lined up abreast and took the green
flag. YYEEE HAAAA it's on! We had planned
on letting the rest take off, but | couldn’t help
it and mashed the throttle from the start. Man
the whoops are hard on the body, as well as the
jeep. The video | took doesn’t do the bouncing
any justice. The back end was pogo-ing around
a lot. In some areas, the faster we went, the
smoother it was...others, not so much.

We were doing pretty well until | clipped a tree
and then the steering went kind a crazy. We went
a little farther and then | decided that we needed
to pull off to check out the damage. Wow, the
bracket that the steering box bolts to had broken
all of the welds that hold it to the frame. There
were only two bolts still keeping it on and that was
the one in the frame itself and one in the steering
box skid plate. “@#$%@#$%&$%&N&,” is
about all | could say. Oh well, it held enough
to be able to get the jeep back to and onto the
trailer. We ended up only completing 4.5 miles
of the 8.5 mile course.

John and | fixed the steering bracket a couple
of weeks later and also mounted up a pair of air
shocks for the rear end. Tom Huckaby helped
out a lot with the welding and fabing of the
brackets. This took us a couple of nights to get
it done but we made it for the June 20th run at
the Badlands where we met up with Dale and
Leon. We ran the course to see how everything
worked. The air shocks helped out a bunch in
the whoops. | can go a little faster now. We ran
the course in 4-hi this time and were able to do it
without too much trouble. It was pretty crowded
and it took over an hour to do one lap, which it
should only take about 25 minutes.

Dale ended up breaking one of his front brake
lines. Leon had other things to do, so we went
back to the trailers and got them loaded up.
John and | went back out to play. | noticed that
the steering wasn’t quite right and stopped to
check it. “@#%#$%%#@%$%,” the welds didn’t
hold on the steering box bracket. It wasn’t totally
broken like last time, but it was still broken.
Back to the trailer and the drawing board to find
a better fix.

Randy’s in 2nd. Oh no, watch out for that tree!

Another pre-tree Randy.

Dark, dirty and broken. Randy heads for the barn.
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